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in conglomerate cliffs at the mouth of a barren valley some twelve
miles to the south-east of Tun-huang. The hundreds of grottoes
honeycombing the rock faces revealed a profusion of beautiful tem-
pera paintings, in style and composition showing close affinity to the
Buddhist pictorial art transplanted from India to the Tarim basin.

Sculptural remains in the grottoes were equally abundant. In
spite of the damage the statuary had suffered during centuries of
natural decay, and even more from the hands of iconoclasts and
pious restorers, enough remained to attest the prolonged continuance
of sculptural traditions that Grseco-Buddhist art had developed and
Central Asian Buddhism had transmitted. Antiquarian indications
plentifully suggested that the remains in most of the larger shrines
belonged to the times of the Tang dynasty (seventh-tenth centuries
A.D.), when the sacred site, like Tun-huang itself, enjoyed prolonged
spells of prosperity. Since a fine stone inscription of T'ang times
mentions the first consecration of the site in A.D. 366, even earlier
remains might be looked for. A search for these, and any detailed
study of this wealth of picture and sculpture, would not have been
possible without Sinologist training and expert knowledge of Chinese
secular art. Nor could any art remains be removed without grave
risk of popular resentment; for, decayed and neglected, the temples
were still real cult places ' in being/

Fortunately the discovery some years before of a great deposit in
a walled-up chapel offered a better chance. I had heard that a
Taoist priest, while restoring one of the cave temples, came upon a
mass of manuscripts. I found the rock-carved recess, where the
trove had lain hidden for close on nine centuries, almost completely
filled. The briefest details of the nature of the find must suffice.

Among the Chinese manuscripts brought away to the British
Museum, comprising about 3,000 more or less complete rolls and
dose on 6,000 documents and detached pieces, apart from Buddhist